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The Nursery Learner 
 

Working mathematically 
 
By the end of Nursery, children will recognise simple number patterns and be able to 
count reliably to 10.  They will begin understand that numbers can be regrouped in 
different ways.  They will use a range of Mathematical vocabulary to describe 
concepts and make comparisons. 
 
 
Making comparisons 

Children will make comparisons between objects in practical concepts.  They will say 

which object is heavier, lighter, longer and shorter. 
  
Classification 

Children will describe how objects or groups of objects are similar and different to 
each other. They will use criteria such as shape, colour and pattern. 
  

Pattern 

The children will explore and describe simple patterns. 
  
Subitising 

Children will recognise simple number patterns without the need to count.  They will 

play games using dice and dominoes.  They will also create number patterns using a 
variety of equipment. 
  

Counting 

Children will learn to count using simple 1:1 correspondence and saying number 
names in order. 

 


